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COVID-19 is a major world health threat…
What are the strategies?
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The Authors

9



10



11



Not everyone is convinced …
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My take …
• Gates and Ioannidis are partly right – there is a 

certain amount of arbitrariness about the precise 
numbers they use

• But I think this obscures the bigger point, that the 
dynamics of the disease are more important than 
the precise numbers generated

• The “herd immunity” argument seems very risky

• We probably do need suppression as well as 
mitigation

• I am a little puzzled that the Imperial College 
paper didn’t mention the testing issue
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Conclusions
• Measures being undertaken in various states 

of US (including NC) are almost certainly 
necessary and may not be strong enough

• On an individual level, we all need to take this 
very seriously and practice social distancing as 
much as we can
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If you have questions or feedback ..

Richard Smith

rls@email.unc.edu
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